
For this

You need to set type 

like this

Your Name

Your name

18 pica width

em-Qaud
3-em

leading

Here all the various forms

Acquaint yourself with the letterpress studio: 

type cabinets 

spacing material (leading and word/letter spacers)

furniture 

printing presses 

job cases 

composing sticks

Printing project:

Set a short, one line text fragment from material presented in class (see example below)

Work in groups of 2 or 3 and complete setting in 45 minutes 

hold a composing stick in your left hand and adjust it to a 25 pica measure (this will be the maximum width  

of a line of text)

cut a 2pt leading bar to exactly 25 picas 

choose a typeface and type size and set your text from the type case 

make a note of what size and style you are using - you will put type back after using it

set your text flush left – longer texts should be set in smaller sizes (about 14pt), shorter texts can be set larger 

(about 24pt) – make sure it fits within the 25 pica width – nicks on letters should face up
 

start with an em-Qaud, set type, and choose a 2 or 3-em or other spacer for space between words 

fill out the space left over after you set your text with more spacers (quads) to make it fit to 25 picas

finish your setting by placing one 2pt leading bar (25pica width) on top of your setting – and proofread

tie up your type with a bit of string so it stays together and put it on a job tray for printing at start of next class

Be Careful:  Metal type contains lead. Wash hands – avoid contact with eyes. Protective gloves available

Next week we’ll set up the press and print — we’ll need 45 minutes to clean up.
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California Case for storage of movable type


